Ostial RCA intervention: guiding catheter challenges and use of a buddy wire to perform focused-force angioplasty on a severely calcific ostial right coronary lesion.
Ostial coronary disease presents a challenge from multiple perspectives with regard to percutaneous intervention. We present a novel case of a technically challenging ostial right coronary artery calcified lesion with a bar of calcium at the aorto-ostial junction which prevented intubation with multiple guiding catheters. We describe the use of a buddy wire as a technique for focused-force angioplasty with slow incremental balloon inflation of increasing diameter for plaque modification prior to stenting in a situation where rotational atherectomy and cutting balloon angioplasty were not an option.